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1
PLC ANALOG OUTPUT MODULE

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This is a National Stage of International Application No.
PCT/IP2012/059696 filed Apr. 9, 2012, the contents of
which are incorporated herein by reference in its entirety.

FIELD

The present invention relates to a PLC (Programmable
Logic Controller) analog output module that controls a load
such as a valve by an analog current signal.

BACKGROUND

A load control method of a PLC analog output module
includes a method of controlling a load by an analog current
signal and a method of controlling a load by an analog
voltage signal, and these methods respective have advan-
tages and disadvantages as described below.

An analog current signal has strong resistance to noise
and has the same current value at any position in a control
loop that does not branch in the middle, and thus even a
remote load can be accurately controlled. However, because
it is a current control, its current consumption is large.

On the other hand, an analog voltage signal is vulnerable
to noise and a voltage drop occurs due to resistance com-
ponents of an electric cable and a terminal, and thus a remote
load cannot be controlled accurately. However, because it is
a voltage control, its current consumption is small.

In a PLC analog output module used in a PLC system
where high reliability is required, occurrence of abnormali-
ties such as disconnection of output wiring and short circuit
of'an output circuit needs to be detected. In this regard, in the
PLC analog output module that uses the method of control-
ling a load by an analog voltage signal, there has been
known a technique of detecting occurrence of abnormalities
(see, for example, Patent Literature 1).

CITATION LIST
Patent Literature

Patent Literature 1: Japanese Patent Application Laid-
open No. 2009-301418

SUMMARY
Technical Problem

However, in the PL.C analog output module that uses the
method of controlling a load by an analog current signal,
there has been no known technique of detecting occurrence
of abnormalities such as disconnection of output wiring or
an overcurrent output due to short circuit of a current output
circuit by the module itself, because of the configuration of
its current output circuit. Therefore, conventionally, when
output wiring is disconnected, a method of detecting and
handling the disconnection by a counterpart device (or a
user), which is a receiver of the signal, has been generally
used.

Therefore, to improve the reliability of the PL.C system, it
has been desired that occurrence of abnormalities can be
detected by the PLC analog output module itself that uses
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the method of controlling a load by an analog current signal,
which is a sender of the signal.

The present invention has been achieved in view of the
above aspects, and an object of the present invention is to
provide a PLC analog output module that can detect the
occurrence of abnormalities such as a disconnection of
output wiring or an overcurrent output of a PLC analog
output module that controls a load by an analog current
signal.

Solution to Problem

The present invention is directed to a PLC analog output
module for controlling a load by an analog current signal,
which achieves the object. The PL.C analog output module
includes a current output circuit that outputs the analog
current signal; a current sensing resistor provided at a
current output terminal of the current output circuit for
directly detecting an analog current output to the load; a
monitoring circuit that monitors voltages at both ends of the
current sensing resistor; and an abnormality detection circuit
that discriminates whether there is an occurrence of a
disconnection or an overcurrent based on a monitoring result
of the monitoring circuit.

Advantageous Effects of Invention

According to the present invention, the occurrence of
abnormalities such as a disconnection of output wiring or an
overcurrent output of a PLC analog output module that
controls a load by an analog current signal can be detected,
and thus the reliability of a PLC system that uses the PL.C
analog output module can be improved.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a circuit diagram depicting a configuration of an
abnormality detection system in a current output circuit of a
PLC analog output module according to an embodiment of
the present invention.

FIG. 2 is a circuit diagram for explaining an abnormality
detection method using a general current output circuit, the
method being shown as a comparative example.

FIG. 3 is an explanatory diagram of problems when the
current output circuit shown in FIG. 2 is provided for a
plurality of channels.

FIG. 4 is a circuit diagram of a current output circuit used
in a PLC analog output module having a configuration of a
plurality of channels.

DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

Exemplary embodiments of a PL.C analog output module
according to the present invention will be explained below
in detail with reference to the accompanying drawings. The
present invention is not limited to the embodiments.

Embodiment

FIG. 1 is a circuit diagram depicting a configuration of an
abnormality detection system in a current output circuit of a
PLC analog output module according to an embodiment of
the present invention.

In FIG. 1, a current output circuit 1 of the PLC analog
output module according to the present embodiment
includes a transistor 2 that outputs a current I, to a load, a
current sensing resistor 3 that detects the output current I,
and an amplifier 4 that controls the transistor 2.
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In the transistor 2, a collector terminal is connected to a
power supply 5, an emitter terminal is connected to one end
of the current sensing resistor 3, and a base terminal is
connected to an output terminal of the amplifier 4. The other
end of the current sensing resistor 3 is connected to one end
of a load resistor 6 that represents a control target (a load)
such as a valve, and the other end of the load resistor 6 is
connected to a circuit ground. A control voltage is applied to
one input terminal (+) of the amplifier 4 from an input
terminal 7, and a voltage formed by the load resistor 6 is
applied to the other input terminal (-) as a feedback voltage.

With this configuration, an analog current signal (the
output current I,) is supplied from the current output circuit
1 to the load (the load resistor 6) so as to follow the control
voltage input from the input terminal 7 to the base terminal
of the transistor 2. The abnormality detection system in the
current output circuit 1 includes a differential circuit 11, a
disconnection discrimination circuit 12, an overcurrent dis-
crimination circuit 13, and a reference-voltage control mod-
ule 14.

The differential circuit 11 is a circuit that monitors a
voltage between both ends of the current sensing resistor 3.
The differential circuit 11 compares a voltage Va at a
connection terminal “a” between the emitter terminal of the
transistor 2 and one end of the current sensing resistor 3 with
a voltage Vb at a connection terminal “b” between the other
end of the current sensing resistor 3 and one end of the load
resistor 6 to perform discrimination, and outputs a differen-
tial voltage Ve as a discrimination result to the disconnection
discrimination circuit 12 and the overcurrent discrimination
circuit 13 in parallel.

The disconnection discrimination circuit 12 includes a
comparison circuit 16, a transistor 17, and a reference
voltage supply 18. The differential voltage Vc is input to a
negative input terminal (-) of the comparison circuit 16. The
reference voltage supply 18 is provided between a positive
input terminal (+) of the comparison circuit 16 and the
circuit ground. A base terminal of the transistor 17 is
connected to an output terminal of the comparison circuit 16,
a collector terminal of the transistor 17 is connected to the
power supply 5 via a resistor 19, and an emitter terminal of
the transistor 17 is connected to the circuit ground. An
output terminal 20 of the disconnection discrimination cir-
cuit 12 is pulled out from the collector terminal of the
transistor 17.

The overcurrent discrimination circuit 13 has the same
circuit configuration as that of the disconnection discrimi-
nation circuit 12, and includes a comparison circuit 22, a
transistor 23, and a reference voltage supply 24. The differ-
ential voltage Vc is input to the positive input terminal (+)
of the comparison circuit 22. The reference voltage supply
24 is provided between the negative input terminal (-) of the
comparison circuit 22 and the circuit ground. A base termi-
nal of the transistor 23 is connected to an output terminal of
the comparison circuit 22, a collector terminal of the tran-
sistor 23 is connected to the power supply 5 via a resistor 25,
and an emitter terminal of the transistor 23 is connected to
the circuit ground. An output terminal 26 of the overcurrent
discrimination circuit 13 is pulled out from the collector
terminal of the transistor 23.

The reference-voltage control module 14 separately con-
trols a reference voltage Vrefl of the reference voltage
supply 18 in the disconnection discrimination circuit 12 and
a reference voltage Vref2 of the reference voltage supply 24
in the overcurrent discrimination circuit 13. The reference-
voltage control module 14 can be constituted by, for
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4

example, an MPU (microcomputer), so that the reference
voltages Vrefl and Vref2 can be set and changed by a
program control.

An abnormality detection operation related to the present
embodiment is explained next.
<Disconnection Detection Operation>

Generally, when an analog current is output to the load, a
load current I, flows through the current sensing resistor 3
and the load resistor 6. The differential circuit 11 can detect
the load current I, flowing through the current sensing
resistor 3 as the differential voltage V¢ between the potential
Va at the connection terminal “a” and the potential Vb at the
connection terminal “b”. The differential voltage V¢ can be
calculated by Vc=Va-Vb.

The disconnection discrimination circuit 12 compares the
differential voltage V¢ with the reference voltage Vrefl, and
if Vc<Vrefl is established, the disconnection discrimination
circuit 12 sets the output terminal 20 to an “H” level and
discriminates that disconnection has occurred. For example,
it is assumed here that a resistance value of the current
sensing resistor 3 is 1009, the reference voltage Vref is 0.1
volt (V), and wiring on the positive (+) side connected to the
load resistor 6 is disconnected. At this time, an electric
current stops flowing through the current sensing resistor 3,
and the potential Va at the connection terminal “a” and the
potential Vb at the connection terminal “b” become the same
potential. Therefore, because Vc=0 and Vrefl=0.1 V, Vc
becomes lower than Vrefl (Ve<Vrefl), and thus occurrence
of disconnection can be determined. The disconnection
discrimination circuit 12 then sets the output terminal to an
“H” level.

The above example is an operation when wiring is com-
pletely disconnected. Meanwhile, for example, when a user
wishes to determine that disconnection has occurred by the
load current I, of 2 mA (milliampere), this can be realized
by controlling and setting the reference voltage Vrefl as 0.2
V by the reference-voltage control module 14. In this
manner, occurrence of disconnection can be also determined
by a determination value that is preferred by a user.

<Overcurrent Detection Operation>

Similarly to the disconnection detection operation, an
overcurrent detection operation uses the differential voltage
Ve detected by the differential circuit 11. That is, the
overcurrent discrimination circuit 13 compares the differ-
ence voltage Vc with the reference voltage Vref2, and if
Vc>Vref2 is established, the overcurrent discrimination cir-
cuit 13 sets the output terminal 26 to an “H” level, and
determines that overcurrent has occurred.

For example, it is assumed here that the transistor 2 of the
current output circuit 1 has had a short-circuit failure. At this
time, an overcurrent may flow through the current sensing
resistor 3 and the load resistor 6. For example, when it is
assumed that the current output circuit 1, which normally
outputs 20 mA, has output 30 mA (an overcurrent has
flowed), the differential voltage V¢ between the connection
terminal “a” and the connection terminal “b” at that time
indicates that an overcurrent of 10 mA has occurred.

Furthermore, when a user wishes to determine occurrence
of' overcurrent at an arbitrary determination value, the occur-
rence of overcurrent can be determined by a determination
value based on user’s preference, by controlling the refer-
ence voltage Vref2 by the reference-voltage control module
14.

As described above, according to the present embodi-
ment, occurrence of abnormalities such as disconnection of
output wiring and an overcurrent output of a PLC analog
output module that controls a load by an analog current
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signal can be detected, and abnormality detection according
to the usage environment of a user can be performed.

Next, a significance of the present embodiment is
explained with reference to FIG. 2 to FIG. 4. FIG. 2 is a
circuit diagram for explaining an abnormality detection
method using a general current output circuit, the method
being shown as a comparative example. FIG. 3 is an
explanatory diagram of problems when the current output
circuit shown in FIG. 2 is provided for a plurality of
channels. FIG. 4 is a circuit diagram of a current output
circuit used in a PLC analog output module having a
configuration of a plurality of channels.

As shown in FIG. 2, a general current output circuit 30
includes a transistor 31 with a collector terminal thereof
being connected to the power supply 5, a load resistor 32
with one end thereof being connected to an emitter terminal
of the transistor 31, and an amplifier 33. In the amplifier 33,
a control voltage applied to an input terminal 34 is input to
one input terminal (+), and a feedback voltage generated by
the load resistor 32 is input to the other input terminal (-),
and an output terminal is connected to a base terminal of the
transistor 31.

In the current output circuit 30, a current sensing resistor
35 is provided between the other end of the load resistor 32
and the circuit ground, and if an abnormality detection
circuit 36 is connected to a connection terminal between the
other end of the load resistor 32 and the current sensing
resistor 35, disconnection and an overcurrent output can be
detected.

However, a PL.C analog output module generally includes
current output circuits for a plurality of channels, and
therefore, for example, as shown in FIG. 3, when the PLC
analog output module includes two current output circuits
30a and 305, and load resistors 32a and 32b connected to the
output wiring thereof are arranged in one counterpart device
40, a negative side of the load resistors 32a and 325 may be
commonly earthed to the ground in the counterpart device
40.

In such a case, for example, because the negative sides of
the load resistors 32a and 326 are commonly grounded, a
feedback current to the current output circuit 30a¢ in a
channel #1 interferes with a feedback current to the current
output circuit 305 in a channel #2, and then flows through a
current sensing resistor 35a. Accordingly, the current output
circuits 30a and 305 may not be able to output an electric
current correctly.

Therefore, conventionally, the current output circuit hav-
ing the general configuration shown in FIG. 2 cannot be
adopted for a PLC analog output module having a configu-
ration of a plurality of channels. A circuit configuration
shown in FIG. 4 in which positions of the load resistor 32
and the current sensing resistor 35 in FIG. 2 are reversed is
adopted, so that there will be no problem even if the load
resistor is grounded in a counterpart device. That is, the
current output circuit 1 shown in FIG. 1 is conventionally
adopted.

However, in the configuration of the current output circuit
1 shown in FIG. 1, at the time of detecting disconnection and
an overcurrent output, because one side of the current
sensing resistor 3 is not connected to the ground, the
potential between both ends of the current sensing resistor 3
varies depending on the size of the value of the load resistor
6 and the size of the output current I;, thereby making it
difficult to detect occurrence of disconnection and an over-
current output. Therefore, conventionally, detection of
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occurrence of disconnection is performed by a counterpart
device, and thus improvements therefor have been
demanded.

According to the present embodiment, the abnormality
detection system is configured as shown in FIG. 1, while
focusing on the fact that a potential between both ends of the
current sensing resistor 3 indicates a potential corresponding
to occurrence of disconnection or an overcurrent output, so
that the output module itself can detect abnormality, even if
the potential between both ends of the current sensing
resistor 3 varies depending on the values of the load resistor
6 and the output current I;.

INDUSTRIAL APPLICABILITY

As described above, the PLC analog output module
according to the present invention can detect occurrence of
abnormalities such as disconnection of output wiring or an
overcurrent output of a PLC analog output module that
controls a load by an analog current signal, and thus the PL.C
analog output module according to the present invention is
useful as a PLC analog output module can improve the
reliability of a PLC system that uses the PL.C analog output
module.

REFERENCE SIGNS LIST

1 current output circuit

2, 17, 23 transistor

3 current sensing resistor

4 amplifier

5 power supply

6 load resistor that represents load (control target)
7 input terminal

11 differential circuit (monitoring circuit)
12 disconnection discrimination circuit
13 overcurrent discrimination circuit

14 reference-voltage control module

16, 22 comparison circuit

18, 24 reference voltage supply

19, 25 resistor

The invention claimed is:

1. A PLC analog output module for controlling a load by

an analog current signal, comprising:

a current output circuit that outputs the analog current
signal;

a current sensing resistor provided at a current output
terminal of the current output circuit and on a side of a
higher potential than the load, the load being provided
between the current sensing resistor and ground, the
current sensing resistor directly detecting an analog
current output to the load;

a differential circuit that outputs a differential voltage of
voltages at both ends of the current sensing resistor;
an abnormality detection circuit that receives the differ-
ential voltage output from the differential circuit and
discriminates whether there is an occurrence of a
disconnection and an occurrence of and overcurrent
based on a determination result as to whether the
differential voltage is equal to or lower than a deter-
mination value; the abnormality detection circuit using
the differential voltage output commonly to discrimi-
nate the occurrence of the disconnection and the occur-

rence of the overcurrent; and

a control module that changes and sets the determination
value to be compared with the differential voltage in the
abnormality detection circuit.
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2. The PLC analog output module according to claim 1,

wherein the abnormality detection circuit includes a dis-
connection discrimination circuit comprised of a com-
parison circuit that discriminates the occurrence of the
disconnection based on whether the differential voltage 5
is equal to or lower than the determination value.

3. The PLC analog output module according to claim 1,

wherein the abnormality detection circuit includes an
overcurrent discrimination circuit comprised of a com-
parison circuit that discriminates the occurrence of an 10
overcurrent output based on whether the differential
voltage exceeds the determination value.
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